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but one among many other associations, and that therefore its
authority does not differ in kind from other authorities. We
shall find it difficult to avoid the conclusion that, however
restricted and however temporary the coercive power of the
State over the individual may be, something which is best
described as sovereignty must remain. No man has as yet shown
how the disharmonies of common life can be ideally harmonized.
Until that happens, one authority must remain which shall have
power to settle, for the time being at least, the quarrels of men
and of the associations which represent their different interests.
That authority, precisely because its function is to impose a
settlement which the different parties recognize not to be
satisfactory, must come as an imposition, an order, and it must
be supported with the threat of force. Furthermore, it is hard
to see how such coercive authority can escape the purely
accidental limit of territoriality. The power of the State is
confined in practice to its frontiers; each person must live
within some frontiers and therefore come under the power of a
State, but it is an accident under which State he does come.
These two differentiae, at least, distinguish the authority of the
State from that of every other association.

These remarks may give us some preliminary guidance and
suggest some preliminary cautions before we embark on the
criticism of the most important theories of society which have
helped to form its present organization and also to inspire the
contemporary criticism of that organization. Our standard
must be the good life of each and every person, since the
insistence that the organization of society shall do all that it is
possible to do from outside the individual to further that good
life is an intuition which has spread from the teaching of
Christianity, to the whole of the Western World. The good
life is not a simple idea. In order to find out what it means
each of the contributions of the special sciences must be taken
into account. Religion, ethics, psychology, economics, all of
them must be consulted. Lastly what is known as politics,
the science of the State, must hold a special place, though it,
like the study of society itself, depends in a very large measure